High Lodge GB FITASC Sporting Selection Shoot

March 26 & 27 2011 Technical Report

Technical

High Lodge Premier Plus Shooting Ground was the venue for the first 2011 UK FITASC Sporting Selection Shoot; 122 competitors took part; there were 2 ‘No Shows’.

The ground owner is John Bidwell the course designer was Mr Donnie Cutts assisted by Matt Hurren administration was overseen by Jane Bidwell supported by an efficient team of administrators, Sarah Caplin, Kim Nolloth, Jessica Leech and Di Harper.
The competition ran over 6 layouts, Lakeside, Auto Sporter, and Tower 1, (day one) Ely, Tower 2 and Tunstall Grove (day 2). There were a number of minor changes made to day ones targets and due to a blustery East wind day two targets were checked and altered late Saturday and early (very early) on Sunday for day two competition.

 Hugh Smith assessed the targets on Friday the 25 March for day one and Saturday and early Sunday 27 March for day two competition; all targets where of a high standard, they were visible with varying speeds, distance, colours and angles. All six layouts were a credit to the course designer Mr Donnie Cutts.

The Lakeside layout provided the only 25 straight on day one with Auto Sporter proving to be the more demanding layout for day ones competition with the standard of targets on position 3 being World class. Tower 2 was the more demanding of layouts on day two returning one straight by Junior Jack Lovick, although there were a number of 24 ex 25 young Jack showed his true ability by posting the perfect score.
Worthy of note is an exceptional score of 25 ex 25 on the Lakeside layout day 1 posted by Stuart Cummings (Scotland), many before him posted 24 or 23 but Stuart
claimed the only perfect score.

Also worthy of mention is the Referee Mike Cotton who refereed in a very exposed position on day one Auto Sporter position 3, taking the full force of the Easterly wind with no available cover for 6 hours; well done Mike and yes we employed relief Referees but Mike took the brunt of the workload.

It was noticeable that a considerable amount of effort had been expended in the preparation of the shooting areas also the club facilities were well prepared and well staffed.

Target presentation, target types, including a Rocket, and target colour selection was very good accommodating all levels of competitor.
The weather for the event was very changeable with a cold East wind on day one and after an initial blustery start to day two the weather warmed up and the wind faded to almost nothing; this change was then reflected in the scores and as the competition progressed on day two, several perfect scores came through on Eley and Tunstall Grove with only one on Tower 2. 
There were only minor failures of equipment all promptly dealt with; as a result day one and day two finished ahead of time by at least 15 min.  

The facilities at High Lodge easily meet the standard required of a Premier Plus ground.

The scores were computed and maintained in a timely manner by Jane Bidwells team. 

There was little or no delay in displaying the results, score cards from the remote shooting positions were returned efficiently. The presentations were all completed by 16:30.

Competition

The first day’s overall results returned high scores considering the cold blustery conditions. Leading the field was Steve Brightwell 68 ex 75 with Martyn Myers, Graham Stirzaker, Stuart Cummings, John Dyson all on 67 ex 75 and one more target adrift was Eric Chapman, Stuart Rudling, Harry Seal (Junior), CM Smith, M Webster, 66 ex 75. 

Seniors had Stuart Cummings and Martin Myers 67 with S Rudling, C Smith and M Webster 66.
Pet Easton led the Ladies on 63 with new girl Pauline Chapman 62 and Janine Preece 59.   

Lead Junior 67 was Harry Seal with Phil Gray 65 and Jack Lovick also 65.
Veterans had Steve Brightwell 68, John Dyson 67 and also Graham Stirzaker 67 with  Eric Chapman 66
Super Vets had Paddy Howe and Dave Asher 62 with I Scott 60.

The 138 score of the tied event winners Steve Brightwell (Vet) and Martin Myers 138 was an excellent result for a competition that went to the wire on day two. There were a number of new faces but it was nice to see Carl Bloxham (130) returning after a long absence; the Veterans will have to watch their performances as Carl is also now a FITASC Sporting Veteran.
Final placings were:

Seniors:
M Myers 138. 

Ladies:
 
P Easton 128. J Preece. 123 R Bream 116. P Chapman 116
Juniors: 
 H Seal 137. J Lovick 133. P Gray 130.
Vets: 

S Brightwell 138. G Stirzaker 137. J Dyson 134.  

S/Vets: 
P Howe 132.  JPC Bland 123. I Scott 127.

Class Places:

A:
M Myers & S Brightwell 138, G Stirzaker 137
B:
H Seal 137, S Cummings 134, J Dyson 134, J Lovick 133
C:
P Easton 128, J Preece 123, R Eggins 122
D:
M Allen 117, D Beaumont 116, G Wiszniewski 113.



There was a very good atmosphere throughout the whole of the event both days.

Nick Woodward ran yet another successful fund raising raffle netting over £400.

I am a little concerned that we may be unable to field a Juniors team at the Europeans in Spain May 2011 Phil Gray has notified me that he will not be available. I will be better positioned post the cut off selection event at Podimore April 13/14 cut off for the European Championships.

Report by Hugh Smith.

Chairman BICTSF Ltd

